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40 marks

45 minutes

1 task

Writing to present a 
viewpoint

Read the question/task carefully
and identify your

P – purpose in writing

A – audience 

F – form 

Spend 5-10 minutes PLANNING
your response!
- Structure for your line of 

argument?
- Reasons for your viewpoint
- Ideas for techniques you will 
use (anecdote, counter 
argument, persuasive 
techniques, etc.)

- Ensure you have a clear 
opening

- Explain your viewpoint clearly, 
giving clear, developed reasons
for your viewpoint and using 
language techniques to be 
convincing and persuasive

- Ensure you have a
clear closing

Spend 5 minutes checking:
* Are all sentences accurate?
* Have you used some     

ambitious vocabulary?
* Have you used a 

range of punctuation? 
*Are basic spellings correct?

there/their/they’re
our/are

SECTION B
WRITING
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SECTION A
READING

4 marks

5 minutes

Read a short section of 
one of the two Sources.

Select and shade the 4 
correct statements from a 

choice of 8.

Draw a box around the relevant 
section of text.

Make sure you follow the exact 
instructions and shade 4! 

Read carefully! Some of the 
statements will require you to infer
(read between the lines).
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SECTION A
READING

8 marks

10 minutes

Both whole Sources

‘Write a summary of the 
differences between…’

Assessing your ability to 
make INFERENCES 

The XXX in Source A is…
as the writer states that/ describes…

This suggests that… and that…
In contrast, in Source B the XXX is…    

as it is described as… and the writer mentions…
This implies that… 

and differs to the… of Source A.
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SECTION A
READING

12 marks
12 minutes

Focuses on a section of one of 
the two Sources

‘How does the writer use 
language to…’

Assessing your ability to 
ANALYSE EFFECTS OF LANGUAGE

The writer describes Sister Brendan as enthusiastic and 
excitable as she moves through the school ‘fluttering 
along the corridors,’ with the verb ‘fluttering’ emphasising 
how quick and energetic her movements are as it has 
connotations of constant action and quick pace. The 
writer uses further bird imagery when he describes her as 
‘the hungry blackbird out for the worm’ – here, the 
adjective ‘hungry’ could have sinister connotations as it 
implies that she is looking for prey, perhaps in this case 
the writer. However, the writer also describes the 
‘mischievous glint in her shining eyes’
and the adjective ‘mischievous’ indicates 
that the writer views her as harmless
as it has connotations of playfulness
rather than real danger.
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SECTION A
READING

16 marks
18 minutes

Both whole Sources

‘COMPARE HOW THE WRITERS 
PRESENT THEIR VIEWPOINTS/
ATTITUDES/ FEELINGS ABOUT 

XXX’



23rd November 2021
GCSE English Language mock examination: PAPER 2

SECTION A
READING

16 marks
18 minutes

Both whole Sources

‘COMPARE HOW THE WRITERS 
PRESENT THEIR VIEWPOINTS/ 
ATTITUDES/ FEELINGS ABOUT 

XXX’

The writer of Source A, who is only visiting for the day, is 
very impressed by the school; whereas the writer of Source 
B, who has taken a permanent job, is frustrated by the 
students and finds his job and the school very challenging. 
The writer in Source A describes how hard the pupils work 
using a list: ‘reading, writing, discussing, solving problems’ 
to emphasise the variety of educational activities available 
and how impressive work-ethic of the school and children 
are, and he compares the school to ‘a hive of activity’, 
suggesting an admiration for the children working busily 
and in a focused way, like bees who are renowned for 
being effective and efficient workers in the natural world. 
On the other hand, in Source B, the writer’s negative 
attitude is clear when he says ‘No school can possibly be 
worse than this’. His hyperbole emphasises his dismay, 
which is further shown through his adverbs when 
describing how the children act ‘viciously’ and ‘horribly’; 
‘viciously’ has connotations of wildness and savagery, 
showing that he is shocked by the behaviour and chaos.
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